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Updates from the news
Roy Davies

Palestinian mail; blocked by Israel arrives eight years late

Packages, letters and even a wheelchair intended for Palestinians have arrived in the occupied West Bank after Israel released
years of undelivered mail. The post, which includes internet orders that never arrived, had been held in Jordan since 2010 and was
released under a one-time agreement. Palestinian workers in the city of Jericho are now faced with sorting through more than 10
tonnes of goods. An official told AFP it would take another two weeks to sort and deliver. The items appeared to have been blocked
on security or administrative grounds. Israel controls entry to the West Bank via the border with Jordan.
B B C Newssite 15/8/2018

Israel in turmoil over bill allowing Jews and Arabs to be segregated.

The European Union led a chorus of criticism after Israel passed a controversial law declaring that only Jews have the right of
self-determination in the country. Adding that the legislation would complicate a two-state solution to the Israel-Palestinian conflict,
the EU joined Israeli Arab political leaders, Israeli opposition politicians and liberal Jewish groups in the US in flagging up concern,
with some saying the law amounted to “apartheid” The legislation stipulates that “Israel is the historic homeland of the Jewish people
and they have an exclusive right to national self-determination in it”.It strips Arabic of its designation as an official language
alongside Hebrew, downgrading it to a “special status” that enables its continued use within Israeli institutions.

Welcome to this our 11th Newsletter - we very
much hope you enjoy reading it. Please visit our
Facebook page and website to keep up to date
with our news and events.

Croeso I’n 11eg cylchythyr a gobeithiwn y
byddwch yn mwynhau ei ddarllen. Cofiwch
ymweld a’n tudalen Facebook a’n gwefan er mwyn
darllen y newyddion a digwyddiadau diweddaraf.
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Dropped following objections by Israel’s president and attorney-general were clauses enshrining in law the establishment of
Jewish only communities, and instructions to courts to rule according to Jewish ritual law when there were no legal
precedents.....instead the law says “The state views the development of Jewish settlement as a national value and will act to
encourage and promote its establishment”.
Guardian 19/7/18

Condemnation of the destruction of Gaza cultural centre in Israeli airstrike.

In a letter to the Guardian 14 figures from UK theatre including the director of the National Theatre, Rufus Norris, and dramatist Caryl
Churchill, condemned the “total destruction” of the Said al-Mishal Culture Centre.
“We support our dear friends and colleagues who describe ‘their great rage and deep pain’ at the obliteration of this symbol of
Palestinian culture and identity as they mourn the destruction of one of the few large venues for theatre and music performance in
besieged Gaza... Since 2004 the centre served as a home for hundreds of plays, ceremonies, exhibits, musical performances and
national ceremonies. It was the venue of choice for theatre companies in Gaza and a space for Gaza’s top musical acts” It recently
hosted a joint performance with artists in the UK, ‘At Home in Gaza and London’ which sought to connect people living under severe
blockade with British audiences. The multi-storey building was flattened during a peak in violence as Israel launched more that 150
airstrikes in Gaza and Palestinian militants fired more than 180 rockets and mortars into southern Israel
Guardian 16/8/18

Withdrawal of Embassy

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has ordered the closure of his country's embassy in Paraguay in response to a decision
by Paraguay to move its own embassy back to Tel Aviv from Jerusalem.The decision by newly-elected President Mario Abdocomes
comes just months after his predecessor, former President Horacio Cartes, opened the embassy in Jerusalem in May.
Independent 6/9/18

Liberal Zionist who challenged Israeli policy and wanted to 'talk to Hamas'

Robert Fisk in a moving appreciation in ‘The Independent’ following the death of the Israeli writer and peace activist Uri Avnery,
who died on the 20th August quoted Avnery
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. " You are presuming you know what they [Netanyahu's government} want and you presume they want peace - and that therefore
their policy is stupid or insane. But if you assume they don't give a damn for peace but want a Jewish state from the Mediterranean to
the Jordan River, then what they are doing makes sense up to a point."

Trump’s Continuing support for Israel

After Recognition of Jerusalem as the Capital of Israel, the axing of $200 million in bilateral aid for Gaza and the West Bank, comes
the cutting all US funding for the main UN programme for Palestinian refugees – UNRWA- The UN Relief and Works Agency.
About one third of the agency’s $1.1bn annual budget. This cut affecting 5 million people will hit not only Palestinians in the
occupied territories but also in Jordan, Syria and Lebanon leading to more poverty, anger and instability in the Middle East. The US
has backed Israel in accusing the agency of perpetuating the Middle East conflict by maintaining the idea that many Palestinians are
refugees with a right to return to homes in what is now Israel. This has been followed by the axing of $25 million in aid for
Palestinians in East Jerusalem hospitals Next day by the US announced it will close down the PLO office in Washington after the
PA reported Israel to the International Criminal Court . It seems clear the cuts are a lever to persuade Palestinians to accept a White
House imposed peace deal largely in step with the Israeli government’s vision and a way to redefine and reduce by a massive order
of magnitude who is actually a refugee. As former US negotiator Aaron David Miller tweeted, this administration is the first “in [US]
history to provide unqualified support to the Government of Israel while waging political/economic war on Palestinians”.
Guardian 30&31/8/18 and 1&8&10/9/18
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News from Rummanah
Annie Delahunty

Life in Rummanah goes on, they too having experienced a hot summer. Thankfully, like us they live in the hills, so it is a bit cooler
than some other places. There have been many weddings in the village during the summer. If I hadn’t already attended a Palestinian
wedding, I would put it on my ‘bucket list’. They are wonderful community celebrations of life and love and the future.

Great news this summer was the release from prison, after 9 years of a local man who had been held under ‘administrative
Detention’ i.e., never charged, no specific offence, no specific length of incarceration.

More walkers and cyclists are beginning to get to know Rummanah
as the number of people who walk the Masa Ibrahim trail increases. It
begins in the village and ends in Jericho. The Amos trust is
organising a group to walk it next autumn so contact them if you
would enjoy a riveting and beautiful walk through the West Bank, just
after the olive harvest.

And some wonderful news from Burhan. He and Rachmad are
expecting a baby in October. After five boys, who knows. Whether
a girl or a boy, there is a small gift from Wales ready to welcome it
next month.

One of the group will be visiting the village in November, and will take
the chance to explore in as much depth as possible the support that
they would most appreciate from us. There is discussion underway
about replacement of some play equipment in the kindergarten
playground, which has become hazardous for play. There will be
more information about this in the next newsletter.
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Visa applications for Palestinians to visit the UK
Annie Delahunty

Several major music and other cultural festivals, including the Edinburgh Festival and WOMAD were troubled this year by difficulty in
getting visas for star performers from the Middle East and Africa to visit the UK professionally, despite their having done so on many
previous occasions.

Oxford Ramallah Friendship group has been active for 15 years and regularly brought Palestinian visitors – young people, dancers,
women’s groups, trade unionists etc - to share their culture with the people of Oxford. This year, bringing over a group of seven
teenaged dabke dancers and five adult accompaniers from al Amari refugee camp, they had significant trouble with the visas for the
first time. Eight of the twelve were refused, without right of appeal. Amazingly they won in the end, which involved one of the group
spending three days in Amman trying to get them. Literally within the last possible hour before the trip would have had to be
cancelled they were granted, after intervention from the British Consulate in Jerusalem.

The reasons were spurious throughout, but consistent in their questioning of the visitors intention to return home. Their report
includes the following: ‘For one of the women, who runs the UNWRA Women’s Centre in the Camp, and who we had brought to the
UK several times before, the refusal letter said although she had complied with the terms of previous visas, ‘there may be significant
changes in your circumstances’, and she had not shown her attachment to the West Bank by ownership of property (inhabitants of
camps do not own the property) or investments. Another objection was that the bank account she had provided did not show how
she lives but contained one large sum, not explained. So, she hasn’t enough money, and too much at the same time.

They objected that the other woman’s bank certificate contained a large sum but did not show how she covered her living expenses.
She is married, with nine children, and a number of grandchildren, but ‘you have failed to satisfy me that you have sufficiently strong
ties to the Occupied Palestinian Territories so as to credibly demonstrate you will leave the UK at the conclusion of your proposed
visit’.
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The letters acknowledged that ORFA had guaranteed to cover all expenses, and provide accommodation. They had also given a full
programme: the group was to perform at the Oxford Cowley Road Carnival and the Ashmolean Museum, run dance workshops, tour
the car plant, and meet the Lord Mayor.’ When they finally got to Oxford, they received a rapturous welcome.

Our West Wales attempt unfortunately ultimately failed. But friends should know that this was not because of any failure by us or our
friends in terms of completing the process correctly, nor because there was any reason why the information about our intended
visitors, Mohammed, Husam and Burhan was in any way not only acceptable but also highly commendable. We invited them as
officials of the Rummaneh Charitable Association on a ‘visit (which) would be part of this on-going programme of developing
friendship links between the people of West Wales and Rummaneh and involve both educational and cultural activities.’

The visa application process for a Palestinian living in the West Bank, i.e. our friends, is as follows.
Applications are initially made on-line. Prior to this there is an enormous amount of complex preparation, both by them and by us.
We are grateful to Abed from CADFA who assisted our friends with this. They had to include a formal letter of invitation from
ourselves, a programme of events, proofs of their own jobs including Husam’s ownership of his restaurant, their income, bank details,
complex family details – and more. Some of this was both painful and challenging as it had to include the birthplaces of their parents,
none of which are now recognised villages, if they exist at all.

The UK has outsourced the management of data and bio collection to a private company which is based in Jerusalem but visits the
British Council in Ramallah on Wednesday mornings for West Bank applicants. This is a long trip for our friends. Once their on-line
applications were complete, they had to make this trip for interview and to have their eye photos and fingerprints taken. These
appointments have to be booked and paid for on-line and on-line banking is not the norm in Palestine. But thankfully I was able to
make and pay for the appointments for them.

Their completed applications were then sent to Amman, and they were advised that they would hear in three weeks. We were on
tenterhooks. But I was confident, as I knew that everything had been done so thoroughly. Hearing nothing, they eventually phoned
and were finally given appointments to go to Ramallah. And were told that Husam and Mohamed had been refused and Burhan’s
application and passport had been lost. Some time later this was found and he made his third trip to Ramallah to retrieve it and to be
told that he too had been refused a visa.
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The grounds upon which they had been refused, against which there is no appeal, were that the information provided indicated that
the visit was for business and not tourism, and that there were some words which ran together in one of the letters of support which
the Entry Clearance Officer did not find ‘credible’. We know that this makes no sense as we provided all the information, actually
wrote most of it.

Although there is no right of appeal, we have had great support in trying to challenge this decision from Ben Lake MP, Nia Griffith MP
and Baroness Eluned Morgan AM. All of these have taken the issue further within government. Ben Lake did succeed in getting a
review of the application by the Entry Clearance Manager in Amman, but the previous decision was confirmed and we were told ‘The
information provided with their applications suggested that the reasons for their visit was for business and not tourism as
stated. There was also some discrepancies with the letters of support provided with the application.’

So our invitation to our friends to visit us, to return their hospitality and to let them meet our families, see our culture, share theirs and
enjoy visits to the sea has been refused by our government. It has caused them great disappointment and hurt. Possibly it has done
them further damage. We are hearing that these decisions will be shared with the US and Australia.

We are ashamed and sorrowful. And aware that the UK is becoming ever less welcoming to visitors from whom we could learn much
and often owe much. We are aware of the high personal costs paid by those we invited, but remain hopeful that we will be able to
welcome them in the future.
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WWFoP and Amnesty
Kate Sherringer

As an active member of Amnesty International, I am the ‘case holder’ for Israel and the Occupied
Territories in our local group. We get monthly updates on particular cases of abuse of human rights,
and regularly follow up with letters in support of individuals. Our group (Cardigan and North Pembs)
is very happy to liaise with WWFoP on issues of joint interest or concern, or in arranging events with
speakers. On April 7th I was at the Amnesty Conference in Swansea and attended the afternoon
workshop ‘Resisting Discrimination and Abuse in the Occupied Territories’.

There were speakers from Amnesty and from War on Want. It was a very informative discussion, the two speakers who were
lawyers highlighting the frequency of breaches of international and humanitarian law by Israel. Some of the group participants
expressed dismay and hopelessness at the situation, and how long it had gone on, but the speakers were firm in their belief that ,
although it would take a long time, change would come about through economic pressures via BDS. Amnesty International does
not openly advocate BDS as such, but has an active policy on goods/services to and from illegal settlements. We were told about the
data base of companies who have any involvement – even indirectly – being compiled by the UN. Amnesty is urging them to
publish the information they have so far, rather than waiting for a definitive list. The UK govt is not supporting this data base, worried
that there will be UK companies listed on it! We were reminded about successes - businesses and banks who have already
withdrawn from dealings with Israel, and assured that there is real anxiety within the business world about the damage that could
be done to their profits if they are criticized and boycotted by their customers.

Amnesty’s stance is that any activity in the illegal settlements is going to be an infringement of Palestinian human rights. If enough
companies withdraw from doing business there, it will have a knock-on effect on other business, and governments will be swayed by
the uncertainty of long term working relationships. This is particularly important as the government, post Brexit, seeks to set up more
trade partnerships.

I found this workshop interesting and invigorating! It’s great to have partners in our pursuit of justice and equality for Palestinians.
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Palestine Land Day

On March 30 Cardigan & N Pembs Amnesty group held a small street event in Cardigan High Street. We had written a leaflet
about illegal land grabs and home demolitions in Palestine, which we handed out to people in the street. Generally there was a
positive response and over 40 people signed the letter we had written to the Israeli prime minister, asking for a reprieve on the
threatened demolition of the Bedouin hamlets of Hadidiya and Humsa. It was gratifying to hear so many people aware of the
actions taken by the Israeli government in Gaza, and in a week of much anti-Semite controversy in government, to realise that many
people are able to distinguish between Israeli government policy and the Jewish people.

Palestine: what are we fighting for? Reframing the debate.
Rebecca Vaughan

On May 13th 2018 I attended a conference hosted by Cardiff Palestine Solidarity Campaign called “Palestine - The Ongoing Nakba”.
Key speakers included Nadia Hijab and Lowkey (aka Kareem Dennis a rapper, poet, playwright and activist)

There were over 100 people there of all ages: many of whom took the opportunity to ask questions of the speakers.
Both speakers were great but I found the perspective of Naida Hijab really valuable. In my experience the debate around Palestine
often boils down to which solution is right: one state or two state, both of which are some distance away and can be divisive, but for
me, she reframed the whole question of what we as activists are fighting for on behalf of Palestine.

She argued that what unites us is that we are fighting for Freedom Justice and Equality and states “These are the goals identified by
the BDS movement. They are also goals all human beings can aspire to and they speak to the reality of each segment of the
Palestinian people, under occupation, in Israel and in refugee camps and exile”. She related each right to the Palestinian situation.
As I remember this was freedom from occupation, justice for land lost and exile, (the right of return), and equality in health,
employment, education etc.
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Support of Palestine is often presented as being against Israel, especially at the moment, and to me Nadia’s proposal of
emphasising what we are for, three fundamental human rights which no one should be denied, helps resist being portrayed in this
way.

She argues that we have this positive narrative, but we don’t use it. “We say that we are anti-apartheid and that we support BDS
against Israel. What we must make very clear is that we support BDS because we want to achieve freedom, justice, and equality.
We are against apartheid because we want to achieve freedom, justice, and equality.”
“We badly need a positive, forward-looking narrative of what we are for, a narrative that unifies us and communicates the power of
our vision. A narrative that provides a direction for the movement until the time comes for a political outcome. A narrative that
overcomes the barriers that Israel’s physical fragmentation of the Palestinian people has created. A narrative that challenges Israel
and prevents it from being able to paint us as anti-everything.

These goals need to be placed front and center of our movement as soon as possible: They are an uplifting and positive vision that
can quickly occupy the high ground. And they can be achieved in 1-or 2 states”

For more information see https://www.palestinecampaign.org/nadia-hijab-fighting-growing-power/
Nadia Hijab is co-founder and president of Al-Shabaka: the Palestinian Policy Network https://al-shabaka.org/en/ . She is a writer,
public speaker and media commentator . Her first book, Womanpower: The Arab debate on women at work was published by
Cambridge University Press and she co-authored Citizens Apart: A Portrait of Palestinians in Israel (I. B. Tauris). She was
Editor-in-Chief of the London-based Middle East magazine before serving as at the United Nations in New York. She is a co-founder
and former co-chair of the US Campaign for Human Rights and now serves on its advisory board.

Rebecca Vaughan, 22/09/18

https://www.palestinecampaign.org/nadia-hijab-fighting-growing-power/
https://al-shabaka.org/en/
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Forthcoming event

The Shroud Maker – A critically acclaimed play by Ahmed Masoud

Exciting news – we are arranging for Ahmed Masoud’s production ‘The Shroud Maker’ to come to West Wales. Ahmed is very
positive about bringing this acclaimed play to Wales and we are hoping to arrange this for early 2019. This one woman comedy
delves deep into the intimate life of ordinary Palestinians and takes the audience through the history of Palestine through a very
personal story. Ahmed is keen to stage the play as part of a wider celebration of Palestinian life, so we will endeavour to create an
evening which does this including news from Rummaneh, food and the opportunity for a Q&A session. We are hoping to stage the
play at three venues in West Wales & are talking with our friends in PSC Cymru about other possible venues.

The play, which was first staged in the UK in London as part of the @70: Celebration of Contemporary Palestinian Culture festival,
is built around the life of Hajja Souad, an 80-year old Palestinian woman
living on the besieged Gaza Strip. She has survived decades of wars and
oppression through making shrouds for the dead. A compelling black
comedy, The Shroud Maker delves deep into the intimate life of ordinary
Palestinians to weave a highly distinctive path through Palestine’s
turbulent past and present. Loosely based on a real life character still
living in Gaza, this one-woman comedy weaves comic fantasy and satire
with true stories told first hand to the writer, and offers a vivid portrait
of Palestinian life in Gaza underscored with gallows humour.

Ahmed Masoud is a writer, director and academic based in the UK and
author of Vanished: The Mysterious Disappearance of Mustafa Ouda. His
plays include Camouflage (London, May 2017), Walaa/Loyalty (London,
June & November 2014), Unto the Breach (London, November 2012 &
Vienna, November 2013) and Go to Gaza, Drink the Sea (London, 2009 &

the Edinburgh Fringe, August 2009). His radio piece Escape from Gaza was broadcast on BBC Radio 4 in 2011.
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Forthcoming event at the Volcano Theatre

Jonathon Arndell from Swansea Palestine Community link has contacted the group. He is also
involved in Wales Palestine - creative exchange.

They have two events coming up in October at the Volcano Theatre in Swansea.

 Simon Clode is installing his video 'What Will We Do With What Is Left' from 15
to 29 October.

 On Friday 26th October there will be an interactive discussion around the
nature of exchange projects. The Volcano is booked from 6.30 ‘til 9. Simon's
video will be shown first at around 7, there will be some food, and the
discussion will start around 7.45.

Volcano Theatre 27-29 High Street Swansea SA1 1LG

Tel: +44 (0)1792 464790


