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 Dear Members   

This newletter is published against the painful background of the 
second month of the Palestinian prisoners’ hunger strike, which began 
on 21st April. About 1,600 prisoners are taking part, in a desperate 
non-violent bid for their basic human rights. Many of them are held 
under ‘Administrative Detention’, with no specific charge or fixed 
sentence. Their families are rarely allowed to visit them, and even 
further education is forbidden them. Some prominent other 
Palestinians have joined the hunger strike in support of the prisoners, 
including the Patriarchs of both the Catholic and Greek Orthodox 
churches. About forty percent of adult male Palestinians have 
experienced the inside of prison, and everyone has direct experience of 
the ensuing suffering. So it is not surprising that wherever you go in 
Palestine right now this is what you will notice. A ‘tent’ in the centre of 
every town and village which is the daily focus of support for the 
prisoners, around which will flutter banners of Marwan Bharghouti and 
other striking prisoners, and the Palestinian flag. In Manger Square in 
Bethlehem, the only place on the West Bank on every tourist’s 
itinerary, just in front of the Church of the Nativity stand the one in the 
photo, which includes the disturbing sight of a full-sized caged model 
of a man.  

For once it will be apparent to the most fleeting visitor to Bethlehem 
on a tour bus from Jerusalem that the city, almost completely enclosed 
by the Separation/Apartheid Wall is truly Palestinian. Our hearts are 
with the prisoners and their families in this desperate time.  

 

Annwyl Aelodau, 

Cyhoeddir y llythyr hwn mewn cyfnod o boen a thrallod, yr ail fis o 
ympryd y carcharorion ym Mhalesteina a ddechreuodd ar Ebrill 21. 
Mae tua 1,600 o garcharorion yn cymryd rhan yn y brotest di-drais hon 
i erfyn am hawliau dynol sylfaenol. Mae nifer ohonynt yn cael eu dal o 
dan ‘Gadwad Gweinyddol’, heb unrhyw gyhuddiad penodol na 
chyfeiriad at hyd y ddedfryd. Yn anaml y caiff eu teuluoedd ymweld â 
hwy, ac mae addysg bellach wedi ei wahardd. Ymunodd rhai 
Palestiniaid amlwg â’r brotest, gan gynnwys Tadau yn yr Eglwys 
Gatholig a’r Eglwys Uniongred Roegaidd. Erbyn hyn mae tua 40 y cant o 
Balestiniaid gwryw wedi bod mewn carchar neu’n dioddef yno nawr. 
NId yw’n syndod felly mai dyna sy’n denu’ch sylw os ewch chi i 
Balesteina ar hyn o bryd. Ym mhob tref neu bentref fe welwch ‘babell’ 
yn y canol, sy’n ganolbwynt i gefnogaeth i’r carcharorion, yn ffocws o 
ddydd i ddydd; ac yn hedfan o’i chwmpas y mae baner Marwan 
Bharghouti a rhai carcharorion amlwg eraill, yngyd â baner Palesteina.  

Ar Sgwâr y Preseb ym Methlehem, yr unig le ar y Lan Orllewinol y bydd 
twristiaid yn ei weld fel arfer, o flaen stondin Eglwys y Geni  a 
ddangosir yn y llun, mae yno waith celf sy’n codi arswyd, sef model o 
ddyn  mewn caets, a hynny i faint realistig. O’r diwedd bydd hi’n amlwg 
i unrhyw ymwelydd sy’n dod i Fethlehem ar daith bws o Jerwsalem fod 
y ddinas hon, sydd nawr wedi ei hamgylchynu bron gan y Wal 
Gwahanu/Apartheid, yn perthyn i Balesteina. Rydym yn cydymdeimlo o 
galon â’r carcharorion a’u teuluoedd ar adeg mor enbyd.  
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Donald Trump’s favoured illegal Israeli Settlement  

Beit El is one of the most established  illegal Israeli settlements on the West Bank. Situated on a hill outside of Ramallah, home of the 

Palestinian Authority, it recently featured on an ITN news report which drew attention to the plight of its Palestinian neighbours whose 

windows had to be covered with metal grills as protection from the stones thrown from the settlement.  Founded in 1977 by adherents of the 

Gush Emunim, or Block of the Faithful movement who believed  they were fulfilling God’s promise by settling the West Bank on the holy  site 

of ‘Jacob’s Rock’.  As one of their members states, ‘ This was their land (the Palestinians) for the last  1000 years. The Jewish people came here 

4,000 years ago.’  Previously  Palestinian land it was captured  by Israel from Jordan in 1967. At first 30 families moved to a military outpost 

near the site the Israeli government  eventually allowed them to settle and in 1978 the Israeli Supreme court  judged the settlement necessary 

to Israeli security. Over the years Beit El settlers moved into areas beyond the settlements original borders onto further Palestinian land, 

sometimes using forged documents to prove ownership. Such illegality  was even recognised by an Israeli court and the Isreali government 

agreed to build 90 new housing units inside Beit El’s original borders to house the evicted settlers, even though there were only 30 of them! 

Then again favourable treatment from the Israeli government  may derive from the fact that  Beit El founder is the brother of Israel’s  first lady 

Sara Netanyahu.   

Today the settlement has a population of 7000. It has 20 kindergartens, several secondary and high schools, a furniture factory, a winery, a 

public swimming pool, a woman’s clothing store, a bakery, a grocery store and a King David Steak House. In keeping with the religious nature 

of the settlement it has a Yeshiva, a religious high school but one with an online news site Arutz Sheva, a tour company, real estate and a 

rabbinical website.  

From its inception the settlement received financial aid from Morris Friedman, a New York rabbi and father of David Friedman, Donald Trump’s 

choice as U.S. ambassador to Israel. David Friedman is also the volunteer head of American Friends of Beit El Institutions which raises about $2 

million a year for institutions of the settlement thereby securing U.S  tax breaks. Friedman  has called the settlement a “critical component in 

our collective battle for the safety, security, and unity of the state of Israel’ . He first linked up with Trump in 2001 handling negotiations over 

Trump’s struggling Atlantic City casinos going onto  further represent  Trump’s  in the bankruptcies of the casinos in 2004, 2009 and 2014. The 
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connection has also resulted  in Trump donating  $10,000 to Beit El. In 2013 the family foundation of Jared Kushner, senior adviser and son-in-

law to President  Trump donated $38,000 to the settlement in 2013.  

In columns for a right wing Israeli news site he accused President Obama of “blatant anti-Semitism”, dismissed the two state solution to the 

Israeli-Palestinian conflict, refers to the West bank by its biblical name, Judea and Samaria and looks forward to working  “from  the U.S. 

Embassy in Israel’s eternal capital, Jerusalem,” rather than Tel Aviv.  Indeed  commentators have viewed him as being to the right of Benjamin 

Netanyahu the Israeli Prime Minister although at the congressional hearing into his ambassadorial appointment he rowed back from previous 

statements such as  the U.S. state department having  a one hundred year history of anti-Semitism  and that liberal Jews were Kapos, Jews 

who had collaborated with the Nazi regime.    

Settlements such as Beit El  one of many that sprawl down the spine of the West Bank make a viable Palestinian state an impossibility. If the 

views of the settlement and its patron Mr Friedman prior to his appointment are representative of the new U.S. government then the two 

state solution  is finally dead.  Where this leaves the Palestinians and their legitimate right to a national homeland and state takes us back to 

this newsletter’s previous article and the views of John Kerry.  In denying the Palestinians a state,  would Israel give West Bank Palestinians full 

and equal  Israeli citizenship? Yet  as was clear from its inception any large Palestinian population within a truly democratic Israel e would 

undermine its Jewish nature.  Denying them such citizenship would result in a wholly undemocratic  state.  Perhaps the truth was revealed by 

a  Manchester couple who had emigrated to an illegal West Bank settlement several years ago. Interviewed on   B.B.C. radio programme,  in 

their view granting  full Israeli citizenship to  West Bank Palestinians could not be granted as the Palestinians would breed at a faster rate than 

Jews  resulting  in their eventually becoming the majority within any democratic Israeli single state.   

Sources:   
http://www.cbsnews.com/news/inside-the-west-bank-settlement-beit-el-which-has-powerful-american-benefactors/ 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/middle_east/inside-the-contentious-israeli-settlement-that-counts-trump-as-a-donor/2017/01/28/51865b8a-e1a0-11e6-a419-

eefe8eff0835_story.html http://www.npr.org/sections/parallels/2017/02/10/514333471/a-jewish-settlement-in-the-west-bank-has-ties-to-trump-administration 

http://www.cnn.com/2017/03/09/politics/west-bank-friedman-beit-el/ http://forward.com/news/israel/359902/inside-the-west-bank-settlement-that-trumps-envoy- 
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BPFTN Conference in Palestine  

This was held on 29th April at Bir Zeit University, near Ramallah. The aims were 

twofold – to ensure that our twinned communities had the opportunity to meet 

each other, to share their experiences with each other and with us, and to focus 

on the topic of education. We were blessed by the university giving us their 

location for free, so could spend our tiny budget on an excellent simultaneous 

translation service.  

The attendees were about two thirds Palestinian, one third British. There were 

also quite a few women. Plus three from Rummaneh and one from West Wales. 

Everyone had the opportunity to introduce their twinship, which Hussam did for 

ours, and a later panel of five Palestinian members of twins the opportunity to tell 

of their experiences and also to respond to questions from others. Rummaneh was one of these, and Mohammed spoke of our young 

experience positively. There were also workshop sessions in the afternoon which allowed a little more discussion.  

Our patron and keynote speaker Hanan al Hroub was inspirational. She told her personal story – of how her 

two sons and husband were shot at by Israeli soldiers who left laughing, while her children were 

traumatised but she could find no help for them. That is why she trained to become a teacher – and 

developed her unique style of teaching which was recognised when she won the Global Teacher of the Year 

award 2016. Explaining that the children experience violence and tension all the time, but have no means 

to explore or resolve it safely, she developed her own style of ‘No to Violence’ education, using play that is 

aimed at resolving violence and tension. In response to questions, she said that there was no need to seek 

expensive resources – recommending going through the trash to find items that can be recycled. But also 

acknowledged that not everyone could be up til 2.00 in the morning as she had been! She grew up in a 
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refugee camp and teaches children in a refugee camp. She has five children and her husband spent ten years in an Israeli prison. Very 

humbling indeed.  

 

There was an excellent presentation on the Right to Education by a Bir Zeit postgrad, and one on the 

Connecting Classrooms programme by the British Council.   

 

 

I had been impressed all morning by the woman sat next to me. She noticed things quickly, was quick to respond in a positive way. But I was 

surprised when she was introduced as a late speaker.   

She is Hanan Barghouthi, ex-prisoner wife of Nael Barghouthi who has spent 36 years in Israeli prisons 

and who, after a short period of release in 2014, was again arrested with no new charges and is 

currently on hunger strike while serving a life sentence. The grace and strength of people like her, who 

suffer such appalling cruelty is breathtaking.  
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Welcome to Rummaneh  

Having recently returned from visiting Rummaneh, where I was most generously welcomed for three nights, I am eager to share as much as I 

can the experience of being there and what I learned of the lives of the people in our twin village.  

 

I stayed with a devout Muslim family, Burhan and Rachmed and their five lovely sons  

adjoining the home of his mother,  sisters and family. It was a wonderful experience to be 

included into this extended family, and in their daily activities for that time. One of the many 

times I thanked them, I was told that they have a saying ‘Our guest is our captive.’ And that 

means that they will treat you very well indeed. I start this report with family because that is 

my strongest memory. Everywhere I have visited in Palestine it is clear how strong extended 

families are. And how they knit together into strong local communities – particularly in the 

villages.  

 

But before I got to meet the family, I saw the ‘fence’ It cuts across village land, which has basically 

been stolen. Including the football field – where the rusting goal posts can be seen on a flat area on 

the other side, and many olive trees. As we arrived, four Israeli soldiers were trotting down the path to 

enter the area between the double fence, and soon the men accompanying me made it clear that we 

were not safe and should leave. We were stood right next to the secondary school, which has been 

required to raise the height of its perimeter wall. As the hill rose up beyond the fence was the ‘Israeli’ 
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village of Salem. Before the wall was built, and it was begun here in 2002, many people used to work in Israel, as well as have family and 

friends there. Our village had worked with some Israelis to organise a ‘Golden Way’, a way of getting on with each other. This is no longer 

possible, but remains an aspiration for the future.  

 

The Rummanah Charitable Association (RCA) was established in 2006, and has done much to 

improve local living conditions, especially for children and women. They are responsible for 

running the excellent kindergarten school, where we funded the building of a canopy last year. 

Here I am under it along with head teacher Linda, her TAs, and the RCA  Chair (Mohammed 

Sbehat) and treasurer (Hussam Fawwaz). There remain significant needs for the children, 

particularly safe play equipment, but overall it appears to be blessed with a good building 

(foreign funds) and dedicated staff. The children had made us beautiful cut-outs of butterflies 

with personal messages on them. I was sorry not to be able to see the children themselves as 

it was a Palestine-wide day of solidarity with the prisoner hunger strike and absolutely everything was closed.  

 

The RCA took me to meet the deputy governor of Jenin directorate, who was very welcoming and pleased that we are friends to Rummaneh.   
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It is currently the wedding season – and weddings last for three days. On the first the young 

women leave the village and spend the day together with the bride. On the second there is a 

tremendous party for the men, with wonderful food for everyone. I was welcomed and 

looked after, fed and chatted to and had my photo taken with everyone. I felt like the 

Queen! The next day I got to see the final day where the bride was beautiful and was draped 

in much gold jewellery which had previously been danced around the hall in a chest.  

 

Good food is highly prized and most people grow their own fruit and vegetables. A wonderful morning was spent with the women of the family 

learning how to cook the perfect Maqluba – a favourite festive Palestinian dish. My 

host Burhan, who is an English teacher, was very puzzled as to how we women 

understood each other, as they did not speak English. But we did – and had a 

wonderful time together. As well as eating the Maqluba!  

 

 

 

 



WEST WALES FRIENDS OF PALESTINE   

 CYFEILLION PALESTEINA YNG NGORLLEWIN CYMRU  

Newsletter No 7  Cylchlythr Rhif 7  (June 2017 / Mehefin  2017) 

9 
 

CPyNC 

WWFoP 

Something that we in West Wales have in common with Rummaneh is a long distance 

footpath. The Abraham Trail, which follows the route of Abraham’s journey from North to 

South right through the West Bank, starting in Rummanah. As well as walking through this 

ancient cultural landscape, the walk focuses on themes of welcome and kindness to strangers. 

Which Rummaneh shows in spades, and I have experienced throughout Palestine.  

 

 

 

 

Before leaving for the conference (see below) we exchanged tokens that I had brought from Wales 

and planted an olive tree in the grounds of the kindergarten as a token of our ongoing friendship.  

 

 

As was stated at the AGM in April, we are guided by Rummaneh as to their priorities for how we can best support them as friends. 

Mohammed, Hussam, Burhan and I had a fruitful discussion about this. It was made clear to me that our friendship and support is highly 

valued. And, strongly, that what they seek most from us is to inform people at home in the UK about the truth of their situation in Palestine. 

They would very much like to visit us, and make it an opportunity to speak with local people themselves as well as visit us. It’s about time we 

invited them as members of WWFoP have made a total of ten visits to them! The committee have agreed that this will be our next funding 

challenge. And, assuming that visas are forthcoming both from Palestine and the UK, hope to do this next year. Inshallah! 
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Walk to Jerusalem: 2017 sponsored by the Amos Trust  

It's very simple – we're asking for full equal rights for everybody who calls the Holy Land home. Just Walk to Jerusalem is a bold initiative to 
mark the centenary of the Balfour Declaration and 50 years of military occupation of the Palestinian Territories. 

Our Just Walk to Jerusalem is a modern-day walking pilgrimage to the Holy Land to mark the centenary of the Balfour Declaration and the 
need for full equal rights for everyone who calls the Holy Land home. 

Just Walk to Jerusalem: 2017 

Too often people feel that the issues are too complicated and they don’t know how to respond. We believe there’s a simple way to respond. If 
you believe that there should be full equal rights for everyone who calls the Holy Land home – then Just Walk to Jerusalem: 

 Solidarity 
Walk as an act of solidarity with Palestinians who do not have freedom of movement. 

 Peace 

Walk with Palestinian and Israeli peace activists on the long road to peace and justice. 

 Penance 

Walk as an act of penance for Britain’s 100 year-long failure to ensure Palestinian rights. 
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A modern day pilgrimage 

We’re making our 2000-mile journey from London to Jerusalem between June and November 

2017. Our pilgrims can walk the entire route or choose to join us at different stages of the 

journey. 

We'll travel through Britain, France, Switzerland, Italy, Greece, Turkey and Jordan, following the 

ancient pilgrimage routes to Jerusalem. Our pilgrimage will enter Jerusalem from the West Bank 

on 2nd of November – a hundred years on from Balfour's Declaration. 

WWFoP will be seeking sponsorship and Annie will be contacting the local press to highlight her visit to Rummanah and the Walk to Jerusalem. 

She will be walking stage 15 – Jericho to Jerusalem due to arrive on the 2nd November.  

For more information http://www.amostrust.org/just-walk 
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A Taste of Palestine  

Fairtrade Fortnight was celebrated at Dragon’s Garden in Llandeilo and one of the events was held in conjunction with WWFoP.  

An afternoon sampling delicious Palestinian food, a short film and a talk by Kate Sherringer, gave everyone there, a flavour of the country.  

Last year, Kate visited our friendship village of Rummaneh and nearby communities in the north of the West Bank, as well as other parts of 
Palestine. Kate’s account of her travels brought some insight into the lives of the people she had met.  

A short film, “Resistance Recipes”, was also shown. This is an inspiring account of independent eco-farming, a look at a women’s farming co-
operative and a discussion of a buy-local initiative, all happening in Palestine. Once again one is reminded of the resilience and determination 
of people to improve their lives sustainably and to work for peace, justice and freedom.  

Many thanks to Mandy of Dragon’s Garden Fairtrade Shop for all her support and thanks to all those who attended and helped to make it an 
informative, busy and successful day.  
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Petition to UK government to recognise the state of Palestine 

 

I am sure that all members who are not aware of this petition to the UK government will wish to sign it.  

Please do so and share wit your friends as widely as possible. It is hard to find online and every signature is essential.  

It states: Recognise the State of Palestine now alongside Israel a hundred years on from Balfour.  

https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/174181 

 

https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/174181

