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 Dear Members   

We hope you enjoyed a good Xmas and have a Happy New Year. This is 

something we also hope for the people of Palestine but in our first 

article for 2017 we explain why this will be difficult- Trump’s 

presidency threatens to intensify the Palestinians’ misery, and the 

outgoing Secretary of State John Kerry has belatedly stated the truth 

about the injustices of Israeli policy on the West Bank.  

Also in this newsletter we report on our successful street event in 

November; we showcase our great FB page and website (please visit!). 

We are only a small committee (please join us and make it bigger!) but 

it is the support of you, the members, that makes us successful. At the 

end of the newsletter there is information about exciting future 

events- please support them and make 2017 a happier year for our 

friends in Rummaneh!  

 

Annwyl Aelodau  

Gobeithio y cawsoch chi Nadolig llawen ac y bydd y Flwyddyn Newydd 

yn un dda i chi. Dyna yw’n dymuniad i bobl Palesteina hefyd ond fel y 

gwelwch yn erthygl gyntaf y flwyddyn mae’n anhebygol o fod yn un 

hawdd – gyda dyfodiad Trump fel arlywydd mae’n debygol y bydd 

digofaint y Palestiniaid yn cynyddu; ar ddiwedd ei gyfnod fel 

ysgrifennydd gwladol dywed John Kerry’r gwir am ba mor anghyfiawn 

yw polisi Israel ar Lan y Gorllewin.  

Hefyd yn y cylchlythyr hwn: adroddwn ar ein hymgyrch lwyddiannus ar 

y strydoedd ym mis Tachwedd;; tynnwn sylw at ein tudalen Facebook 

ardderchog a’r wefan (cofiwch ymweld!). Dim ond pwyllgor bychan 

sydd wrthi (ymunwch a byddwn ni’n tyfu!) ac felly mae’ch cefnogaeth 

chi fel aelodau yn amhrisiadwy. Ar ddiwedd y llythyr rhestrwn nifer o 

ddigwyddiadau cyffrous i ddod – dewch i gefnogi a thrwy hynny 

byddwch yn helpu tuag at wneud 2017 yn flwyddyn well i’n ffrindiau yn 

Rummaneh!  
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Check us out online 

Have you seen our refreshed website and FaceBook page? 

Keep in touch with what is happening in West Wales Friends of 

Palestine and Palestine generally. 

Visit it us at https://westwalesfriendsofpalestine.com/ to learn 

more about WWFoP, our visits to Rummaneh and projects.  

Many thanks to Shaun Donovan and Caroline Blackburn who 

have developed the site.  

 

  

It’s also a good place to check out events and get involved in 

various ways 

 

Find us on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/West-Wales-

Friends-of-Palestine-1825246221035797/ to see get to know 

members of the group and our friends in Rummaneh through 

photos of visits and events group members have attended. 

 

https://westwalesfriendsofpalestine.com/
https://www.facebook.com/West-Wales-Friends-of-Palestine-1825246221035797/
https://www.facebook.com/West-Wales-Friends-of-Palestine-1825246221035797/
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U.S. Government criticises Israel! 

 

President Obama has been deeply committed to Israel and its security. No American administration has done more for Israel’s 

security than Barack Obama’s... more than one-half of our entire global Foreign Military Financing goes to Israel..The two-

state solution is the only way to achieve a just and lasting peace between Israelis and Palestinians..the only way to ensure 

Israel’s future as a Jewish and democratic state, living in peace and security with its neighbours. It is the only way to ensure a 

future of freedom and dignity for the Palestinian people.  

I have also often visited West Bank communities, where I met Palestinians struggling for basic freedom and dignity amidst the 

occupation, passed by military checkpoints that can make even the most routine daily trips to work or school an ordeal, and heard from business 

leaders who could not get the permits that they needed to get their products to the market and families who have struggled to secure permission 

just to travel for needed medical care.[...]The truth is that trends on the ground – violence, terrorism, incitement, settlement expansion and the 

seemingly endless occupation –  combining to destroy hopes for peace on both sides and increasingly cementing an irreversible one-state reality that 

most people do not actually want [...] there are a similar number of Jews and Palestinians living between the Jordan River and the Mediterranean 

Sea. They have a choice. They can choose to live together in one state, or they can separate into two states. But here is a fundamental reality: if the 

choice is one state, Israel can either be Jewish or democratic – it cannot be both.[.. .] 

On 28th December 2016 outgoing U.S.Secretary of State John Kerry gave a speech defending the U.S.’s abstention on a U.N. Security 

Council Resolution critical of Israel. He feared Israel was abandoning the two-state solution of the Israel/Palestine conflict while 

proceeding on a path of annexing Palestine into a unitary state encompassing Israel and the West Bank. Such a state in his view could 

not be both Jewish and democratic. A democratic unitary state would require the enfranchisement of the West Bank Palestinians 

necessitating the ending of the Jewish character of the Israeli state, while to deny the Palestinians full citizenship would be 

undemocratic. We include extracts from the speech recognising that President Trump is unlikely to endorse them!     
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Allies of both sides reinforce a “you’re with us or against us” mentality where too often anyone who questions Palestinian actions is an apologist for 

the occupation and anyone who disagrees with Israel policy is cast as anti-Israel or even anti-Semitic.[...] The status quo is leading towards one state 

and perpetual occupation.....Hamas have a one-state vision of their own: all of the land is Palestine [....] they are willing to kill innocents in Israel and 

put the people of Gaza at risk in order to advance that agenda .[...]. Compounding this, the humanitarian situation in Gaza, exacerbated by the 

closings of the crossings, is dire. Gaza is home to one of the world’s densest concentrations of people enduring extreme hardships with few 

opportunities. 1.3 million people out of Gaza’s population of 1.8 million are in need of daily assistance – food and shelter. Most have electricity less 

than half the time and only 5 percent of the water is safe to drink. And yet despite the urgency of these needs, Hamas and other militant groups 

continue to re-arm and divert reconstruction materials to build tunnels, threatening more attacks on Israeli civilians that no government can 

tolerate. 

Now, at the same time, we have to be clear about what is happening in the West Bank. The Israeli prime minister publicly supports a two-state 

solution, but his current coalition is the most right wing in Israeli history, with an agenda driven by the most extreme elements. The result is that 

policies of this government, which the prime minister himself just described as “more committed to settlements than any in Israel's history,” are 

leading in the opposite direction. They're leading towards one state. In fact, Israel has increasingly consolidated control over much of the West Bank 

for its own purposes, effectively reversing the transitions to greater Palestinian civil authority that were called for by the Oslo Accords.[..] I don’t 

think most people in Israel, and certainly in the world, have any idea how broad and systematic the process has become. But the facts speak for 

themselves. The number of settlers in the roughly 130 Israeli settlements east of the 1967 lines has steadily grown. The settler population in the 

West Bank alone, not including East Jerusalem, has increased by nearly 270,000 since Oslo, including 100,000 just since 2009, when President 

Obama's term began. 

There's no point in pretending that these are just in large settlement blocks. Nearly 90,000 settlers are living east of the separation barrier that was 

created by Israel itself in the middle of what, by any reasonable definition, would be the future Palestinian state. And the population of these distant 

settlements has grown by 20,000 just since 2009. In fact, just recently the government approved a significant new settlement well east of the barrier, 

closer to Jordan than to Israel. What does that say to Palestinians in particular – but also to the United States and the world – about Israel’s 

intentions?[....]. 
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But if more and more settlers are moving into the middle of Palestinian areas, it’s going to be just that much harder to separate, that much harder to 

imagine transferring sovereignty, and that is exactly the outcome that some are purposefully accelerating. 

Let’s be clear: Settlement expansion has nothing to do with Israel's security. Many settlements actually increase the security burden on the Israeli 

Defense Forces. And leaders of the settler movement are motivated by ideological imperatives that entirely ignore legitimate Palestinian 

aspirations.[.....] Among the most troubling illustrations of this point has been the proliferation of settler outposts that are illegal under Israel’s own 

laws. They’re often located on private Palestinian land and strategically placed in locations that make two states impossible. There are over 100 of 

these outposts. And since 2011, nearly one-third of them have been or are being legalized, despite pledges by past Israeli governments to dismantle 

many of them. 

Now leaders of the settler movement have advanced unprecedented new legislation that would legalize most of those outposts. For the first time, it 

would apply Israeli domestic law to the West Bank rather than military law, which is a major step towards the process of annexation. When the law 

passed the first reading in the Israeli parliament, in the Knesset, one of the chief proponents said proudly – and I quote – “Today, the Israeli Knesset 

moved from heading towards establishing a Palestinian state towards Israeli sovereignty in Judea and Samaria.” Even the Israeli attorney general has 

said that the draft law is unconstitutional and a violation of international law. 

[....]You may hear that these remote settlements aren’t a problem because they only take up a very small percentage of the land. Well, again and 

again we have made it clear, it’s not just a question of the overall amount of land available in the West Bank. It’s whether the land can be connected 

or it’s broken up into small parcels, like a Swiss cheese, that could never constitute a real state. The more outposts that are built, the more the 

settlements expand, the less possible it is to create a contiguous state. So in the end, a settlement is not just the land that it’s on, it’s also what the 

location does to the movement of people, what it does to the ability of a road to connect people, one community to another, what it does to the 

sense of statehood that is chipped away with each new construction. No one thinking seriously about peace can ignore the reality of what the 

settlements pose to that peace. 

But the problem, obviously, goes well beyond settlements. Trends indicate a comprehensive effort to take the West Bank land for Israel and prevent 

any Palestinian development there. Today, the 60 percent of the West Bank known as Area C – much of which was supposed to be transferred to 
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Palestinian control long ago under the Oslo Accords – much of it is effectively off limits to Palestinian development. Most today has essentially been 

taken for exclusive use by Israel simply by unilaterally designating it as “state land” or including it within the jurisdiction of regional settlement 

councils.[...]  In fact, almost no private Palestinian building is approved in Area C at all. Only one permit was issued by Israel in all of 2014 and 2015, 

while approvals for hundreds of settlement units were advanced during that same period.[...] Palestinian structures in Area C that do not have a 

permit from the Israeli military are potentially subject to demolition. And they are currently being demolished at an historically high rate. Over 1,300 

Palestinians, including over 600 children, have been displaced by demolitions in 2016 alone – more than any previous year. 

So the settler agenda is defining the future of Israel. And their stated purpose is clear. They believe in one state: greater Israel. In fact, one prominent 

minister, who heads a pro-settler party, declared just after the U.S. election – and I quote – “the era of the two-state solution is over,” end quote. 

And many other coalition ministers publicly reject a Palestinian state. And they are increasingly getting their way, with plans for hundreds of new 

units in East Jerusalem recently announced and talk of a major new settlement building effort in the West Bank to follow. 

So why are we so concerned? Why does this matter? Well, ask yourself these questions: What happens if that agenda succeeds? Where does that 

lead? 

There are currently about 2.75 million Palestinians living under military occupation in the West Bank, most of them in Areas A and B – 40 percent of 

the West Bank – where they have limited autonomy. They are restricted in their daily movements by a web of checkpoints and unable to travel into 

or out of the West Bank without a permit from the Israelis....So if there is only one state, you would have millions of Palestinians permanently living 

in segregated enclaves in the middle of the West Bank, with no real political rights, separate legal, education, and transportation systems, vast 

income disparities, under a permanent military occupation that deprives them of the most basic freedoms. Separate and unequal is what you would 

have. And nobody can explain how that works. Would an Israeli accept living that way? Would an American accept living that way? Will the world 

accept it?.... [Finally Kerry quotes the words of his friend the late Israeli leader,Shimon Peres] , “The original mandate gave the Palestinians 48 

percent, now it’s down to 22 percent. I think 78 percent is enough for us.” 

Source – U.S. Dept. Of State website ‘Remarks on Middle East Peace’ 28/12/16 
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On the Streets of Carmarthen  

November 29th is the day of International Solidarity with Palestine, and the group felt it would be fitting to show our faces and remind people 

both of the situation for the Palestinians and of the existence of our group.  Wednesdays are the busiest day in Carmarthen, because it is 

market day, so we opted to get out there on the 30th November.  

We had long discussions about the leaflet we wanted to use. The leaflet produced by the Friends of Sabeel was felt by some to be somewhat 

inflammatory, using an English invasion of Wales as a metaphor for the Israel/Palestine situation. So it was adapted to provide a similar theme, 

in a more modified tone !  At 11 o clock we set up a small stall, with our banner and information posters and leaflets. Group members came 

and handed out leaflets to passers-by, which led to some interesting discussions with a few.  It was very nice to meet  some new faces  - 

welcome to Robert, Cerys, Simon and Sue.  At midday we lit a candle, but decided it was not the right time or place for a vigil, so carried on 

giving out leaflets and introducing people to the theme of solidarity.  It was gratifying that so many people were aware and supportive --

making up for the few who didn’t want to know !  We all agreed that it had been worthwhile. We were even given a few donations, an 

unexpected bonus!! 
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AGM – Friends of Palestine 

Members know that the WWFoP are members of a wide network of twinned communities - the Britain Friends of Palestine. We go to print just 

before our annual conference. We expect eighteen groups to take part and speakers will include Brendan McSharry, Director of the British 

Council in Palestine, and the Palestinian Ambassador Manuel Hassassian. He will be speaking about the Make It Right for Palestine Campaign, 

launched in November in response to 100 years since the Balfour Declaration, 70 years since the Partition Plan, 50 years of Occupation and 10 

years of the Siege of Gaza. 

 

The conference will also see the launch of a DVD about the work of the Network, 

which features our group as one of its examples. We hope you will see it at one of our 

forthcoming events. 

 

We were very honoured last year that Hanan al Hroub, Global Teacher of the Year 

2016, who lives and teaches in Ramallah government primary school, agreed to be our 

Palestinian patron. She is an inspiration. On 29th April she will speak at our first 

conference in Palestine. The aim is to bring together all the networked groups and the 

theme will be education. A future newsletter will include a full report.  

Hanan al Hroub becomes patron the BPFTN at the 
Palestinian Mission in London seen with the 
Palestinian Ambassador and members of the 
national committee. 
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Other groups supporting the Palestinian people 

 

There are many groups working peacefully to seek justice and hope for Palestine. One of these is The 

Amos Trust, a small, creative human rights organisation whose Home Rebuild programme challenges 

the injustice of home demolitions, deepening understanding of the situation and building deep and 

lasting relationships with the communities that volunteers live and work with during each rebuild. 

Their Just Walk to Jerusalem is a call for 'full human rights for everyone who calls the Holy Land home' and will arrive in Jerusalem on 2nd 

November- the centenary of the Balfour Declaration. The 3183 km walk from London to Jerusalem is now open for people to book to walk all 

or any part of the whole. There is much more to see on their website. Www.amostrist.org 

 

PETITION TO UK GOVERNMENT TO RECOGNISE THE STATE OF PALESTINE. 

I AM SURE ALL MEMBERS WHO ARE NOT AWARE OF THIS PETITION TO THE UK GOVERNMENT WILL WISH TO SIGN IT. PLEASE DO SO AND 

SHARE WITH YOUR FRIENDS, AS WIDELY AS POSSIBLE. IT IS HARD TO FIND ON-LINE AND EVERY SIGNATURE ESSENTIAL. 

IT STATES: "RECOGNISE THE STATE OF PALESTINE NOW ALONGSIDE ISRAEL A HUNDRED YEARS ON FROM BALFOUR' AND CAN BE FOUND 

AT HTTPS://PETITION.PARLIAMENT.UK/PETITIONS/174181 

 

http://www.amostrist.org/
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwjy5dW-0NvRAhUF6RQKHTHLD_UQjRwIBw&url=http://www.amostrust.org/media/amos-logos/&bvm=bv.144686652,bs.1,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNH975v3lyPlJg-s4idZ73mfMvapYg&ust=1485376408492257
https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/174181
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
Saturday March 11th  11.00am-5.00pm at the Dragon's Garden on the High Street, Llandeilo  

As part of Fairtrade Fortnight- Palestine Day -Delicious Palestine food to try and buy; talks (including news and 
photos of Rummaneh); and showing of the film 'Resistance Recipes'. This is a half hour documentary that tells 
several stories about culinary and agricultural projects inspired by the resistance in Palestine. 
 

Saturday 25th March at Llawhaden Village Hall 

Passion for Palestine social - Live Music,DJ, Licensed bar, Palestinian Food. More details to follow. 
 

Friday 7th April 7.00-9.00pm at the Wesleyan Church Hall, Carmarthen (behind Marks and Spencer)  

‘Review of the Year’- what has happened in Palestine, Protest around the world and in UK, activities of the 
group. This will include the first showing of a DVD made by the British Palestine Friendship and Twinning 
Network, which features our group amongst others across the UK. This will be followed by a short AGM.  


