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Annwyl aelod  

Newyddion gwych: mae’r to ar gyfer y feithrinfa wedi ei gwblhau (gweler y llun) – ac mae hyn yn golygu y caiff mwy o blant fynd i’r ysgol yn 

Rumanneh. Heb eich help chi fyddai hyn ddim wedi bod yn bosib! Rydym yn parhau â’r cyswllt â Rummanah trwy gyfrwng Facebook ac yn 

ddiweddar aeth dau aelod ar ymweliad yno (ar eu traul eu hunain) gan gymryd negeseuon calonogol ar gardiau post oddi wrth nifer o aelodau. 

Ganddyn nhw y cawn ni’r newyddion diweddara am y gymuned rydym wedi ein gyfeillio â hi ym Mhalesteina.  

Yn y rhifyn hwn o’r cylchlythyr fe gewch wybod am ddigwyddiadau diweddar, gan gynnwys y Diwrnod Gwybodaeth yng Nghaerfyrddin. Mae 

erthygl ddiddorol hefyd am y sefyllfa  ofidus yn Jeriwsalem, yn ogystal â chynlluniau ar gyfer ymgyrchu yn y dyfodol. Basai’r cyfeillion yn ddiolchgar 

iawn petaech yn dod i gefnogi’r digwyddiadau!  

Dear member  

Great news, the kindergarten canopy has been completed (see photo) – this means 

that, thanks to our fundraising of £3,000, more children will be able to go to school in 

Rummanah- without your support this would not have been possible! We continue to 

make good links with Rummanah  via facebook and  recently two of our committee 

members visited Rummanah (at their own expense) and took good wishes on postcards 

from many members-they bring the latest news from our twin community in Palestine.  

In this edition of the newsletter, we have news of our recent events, including the 

Information Day in Carmarthen. There is also an interesting article on the fraught 

situation of Jerusalem, and advance notice of future campaigning. We would be very 

grateful if could come along and support these events!  
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Jerusalem 

The status of Jerusalem is one of the most vexed and volatile sticking points in efforts 

to resolve the Israeli-Palestine conflict. After occupying the eastern part of the city in 

the war of June 1967, Israel annexed the territory, and its political leaders proclaimed 

the city Israel’s “ eternal, undivided capital.” But the International community, 

including the United States, continues to regard east Jerusalem as occupied territory, 

and rejects Israel’s decision to settle its citizens there. Nor is Israel’s claim that 

Jerusalem is its capital city widely recognised not even by the U.S.. No foreign country 

has an embassy in Jerusalem.  

Before the creation of the State of Israel, the newly formed United Nations  in 1947 agreed a partition plan dividing what was then British-

Mandate Palestine into separate Jewish and Arab states. Although that partition map put Jerusalem within the boundaries of the envisaged 

Palestinian Arab state, it designated Jerusalem and Bethlehem as ‘ corpus separatum’ under international rule. The special status was due to 

Jerusalem’s religious importance to all three Abrahamic faiths, as home to Al-Aqsa mosque, Church of Holy Sepulchre, and the Western Wall of 

the Jewish temple built by Herod. There were also 100,000 Jews living in Jerusalem at the time, and the partition map envisaged an equivalent 

Arab population in the combined Jerusalem- Bethlehem entity. 

The leaders of what became Israel indicated acceptance of the partition plan, but it was rejected by Arab leaders, who responded to Israel’s 

declaration of Independence the following year by going to war. The resulting conflict substantially redrew the map, as Israeli forces fought 

their way to Jerusalem and cleared much of the Palestinian population out of the coastal plain and the Galilee. Whereas the original partition 

had allocated 55% of the territory to a Jewish state and 45% of it to a Palestinian Arab state, the war of 1948 put Israel in control of 78% of the 

territory. The remaining 22%, comprising Gaza and the West Bank (including East Jerusalem), was now controlled by Egypt and Jordan 

respectively. Jerusalem remained a divided city, with the holy sites in the eastern part under Jordanian control. The international community 

continued to regard the city as having a distinct status. 
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The hand drawn lines on a map sketched by Israeli and Jordanian commanders in November of 1948, which later became the official 1949 

Armistice Line, left parts of Jerusalem as a no-man’s-land, outside either Israeli and Jordanian control. Special arrangements were made for 

Mount Scopus, which lay in the Jordanian controlled zone, but was home to an Israeli hospital and the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. The 

1949 Armistice Line, also known as the Green Line – or more colloquially as the “1967 borders” – is often referred to in the two-state 

negotiations between Israel and the Palestinians. 

The war of June 1967, however left Israel in control of the remaining 22% - the West Bank, east Jerusalem and Gaza. Israel then annexed East 

Jerusalem, redefining the municipal boundaries of the city to incorporate other West Bank towns and villages, making it the largest city in the 

country. 

Despite the annexation Palestinians in East Jerusalem were not granted citizenship of Israel in the way that those Palestinians who remained in 

the country after the 1948 war had been. Instead East Jerusalem Palestinians were given “permanent resident” status, the same status as non-

Jewish foreigners who moved to Israel. East Jerusalem Palestinians live under the constant fear of their Jerusalem identifications being revoked 

if they cannot prove their residency. The Israeli human rights group B’tselem says 14,000 have suffered that fate since 1967. 

Despite the international community – including the U.S. rejecting Israeli settlement in East Jerusalem, 12 Israeli settlement blocs housing 

more than 190,000 Jewish settlers have been built on occupied land in the city since 1967. In 1980, the Israeli Knesset passed the Jerusalem 

Law, which states that “Jerusalem complete and united, is the capital of Israel.”  However the U.N. Security Council Resolution 478, adopted by 

14 votes to none, with an abstention from the U.S. declared the law “null and void”.  

The status of Jerusalem has proved to be a major stumbling block in efforts to forge a two-state solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. It 

was a key reason for the failure of the 2000 Camp David negotiations between the PLO and Israel. The PLO demanded Palestinian sovereignty 

over Jerusalem east of the Green Line, Israel proposed giving the Palestinians custodianship over Muslim and Christian holy sites in East 

Jerusalem, but not sovereignty. The Israeli side also demanded that large settlement blocs in East Jerusalem would remain part of Israel. Then 

opposition leader Ariel Sharon rejected even that offer by Israel’s government and took a large security contingent on a walking tour of the 

temple Mount – also the precincts of the Islamic holy sites – triggering Palestinian protests that escalated into the Second Intifada. 
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Since then the situation has continued to worsen. A leaked EU report prepared jointly by the heads of mission of the European countries in 
2015 warned that the city had reached a dangerous boiling point of “polarisation and violence” not seen since the ending of the second 
intifada in 2005. It describes "a vicious cycle of violence...increasingly threatening the viability of the two-state solution”, which it says has 
been stoked by the continuation of “ systematic” settlement building by Israel in “sensitive areas” of Jerusalem as well as continuing tensions 

over the Haram al-Sharif/Temple Mount complex, which it 
blames on “serious radicalisation” on both sides. 

Displacement not only deprives people of their homes, but 
often disrupts their livelihoods, leading to entrenched 
poverty and increased aid dependency; its impact on 
children can be particularly devastating, including depression 
and anxiety 
 
The establishment of Israeli settlements in the occupied 
Palestinian territory, contravenes international humanitarian 
law. Settlements established in the heart of Palestinian 
neighbourhoods of East Jerusalem have led to restrictions on 
public space, residential growth and freedom of movement 
in the affected areas. The continuous deployment of private 
security guards and police forces to protect the new 
settlements has also triggered tensions and clashes, and 
undermined the physical security of Palestinian residents. 

Sources: 

 Al Jazeera America October 30th 2014 

 The Guardian 20th March 2015 

 United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs Occupied Palestinian Territory. 

OCHA Flash Update 

15 September 2016 

Palestinian family forcibly evicted from its home in occupied East 

Jerusalem  

Today the Israeli police forcibly evicted eight Palestinians, including two 

children  from their home in the Old City of East Jerusalem and transferred 

the property to an Israeli settler organisation (Ateret Cohanism), that 

reportedly purchased the property in the 1980’s. The evicted family has been 

renting the property since the 1930s. The home is part of a larger residential 

complex comprising nine apartments, eight of which were occupied by Israeli 

settlers in July 2010, causing the displacement of seven Palestinian 

households. In August 2016 another three Palestinian families, consisting of 

seven adults and ten children, were evicted from their homes in the Old City 

in similar circumstances.....  
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  Say  No to Peace 

Say ‘No’ to peace  

If what they mean by peace  

Is the quiet misery of hunger 

The frozen stillness of fear,  

The silence of broken spirits  

The unborn hopes of the oppressed.  

Tell them that PEACE  

Is the shouting of children at play,  

The babble of tongues set free,  

The thunder of dancing feet  

And a father’s voice singing.  

 

Forthcoming events: 

 

Wednesday November 30th International Day of 
Solidarity with Palestinians 

 
Meet at 11.00am by Cafe Nero, Carmarthen  to leaflet, 

12 noon candlelit vigil, finishing at 1.00pm. Please 

come and support us. 

 
Planning for the future 

 
All members are cordially invited contribute to a 

planning meeting for 2017. This will be held on Sunday 

27th November 2016 at 2.00pm at Annie's house (34, 

Dol-y-dderwen, Llangain, SA33 5BE-directions on our 

website)-come and enjoy some mince pies! 
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Successful Information Event Saturday 15th October 2016 

About 25 people filled the room of the Wesleyan Chapel in Carmarthen to spend an afternoon learning more 

about Palestine, sharing ideas and experiences and enjoying Palestinian crafts and cakes along with Welsh cakes 

tea and coffee.  

 Caroline Blackburn welcomed everyone to the event and introduced a short film made by the Balfour Project 

outlining Britain’s role in Palestine from 1917 – 1948, which lay many of the foundations of the current situation.  

Ann Davison then shared her experiences with the Ecumenical Accompaniment programme in Palestine and Israel 

(EAPPI). Ann spent two three month spells in 2014 and 2015 as an Ecumenical Accompanier (EA) in the South Hebron hills witnessing the lives 

of Palestinians, particularly those in a Bedouin village in the area.  The aim of the EAPPI programme is for international volunteers to witness 

and monitor human rights abuses, to support Palestinian and Israeli peace activists and to bring about change by speaking out.  Ann 

highlighted the frequent demolition by the Israelis of shelters provided by the EU to the Bedouin villagers and encouraged those present to 

write to both their MEP and MPs about this in particular and the infringements of international law and agreements.    We all learned more as 

Ann, who had travelled from Monmouth, answered questions about her experiences and the situation.  For more on the EAPPI programme see 

http://www.quaker.org.uk/our-work/international-work/eappi  

Following a break for refreshments Kate and Shaun, two WWFoP members shared photos and details of their 

two weeks in Palestine in September / October this year.  They focussed on their time in Rumanneh, the area 

WWFoP are linked with, and were delighted to see the canopy the group have funded in the Kindergarten 

playground. Read the article on their trip in this newsletter to learn more.  

The aim of the afternoon was to share information rather than raise funds, but thanks to the generosity of the 

people who attended the event raised £50 through donations  e.g. for refreshments, and Palestinian crafts and 

WWFoP gained two new members.    

http://www.quaker.org.uk/our-work/international-work/eappi
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Open House at the ‘Hobbit’ House  

On Sunday 24th July we invited people wanting to support WWFoP to come for tea and cakes in Glandwr. Our son Charlie and his wife had 

offered tours of their self-built roundhouse, known because of press coverage as the Hobbit House (a name that causes them much 

annoyance!). Unfortunately the weather was West Wales wet, so we were not able to use the garden for teas. However, a surprising number 

of people arrived throughout the afternoon, and enjoyed seeing Charlie and Meg’s unusual house, looking at his woodcarvings and buying the 

many plants that Sue had brought and displayed. Tea and cakes were served in our house, and visitors wrote messages of solidarity in Welsh 

and English which we tied onto a ‘tree of hope’. By the end of the afternoon the sun had come 

out and some people wandered around the garden and field 

to look at the ponds and wildlife areas.  It was a pleasant 

afternoon, with a raffle prize of one of Charlie’s carved owls, 

won by Mairwen, who has helped many times with English to 

Welsh translations. Altogether we raised £543.30. This was 

comprised of; entrance £325, produce £40, raffle £82.50, 

donations £95.80.   

 

Our Visit to Palestine 
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At the end of September Shaun and I set off for a two week trip to Palestine. We had originally wanted to help with the olive harvest, but that 

doesn’t happen until later in October. We decided to go and renew some of the friendships we had made last year, and also to explore some 

new places. We headed first for Bethlehem where, like Becca and Dave, we had booked to stay with Nicola and Lorriet, parents of Usama, who 

was going to be our guide. We stayed there from Thursday night until Tuesday morning, and during that time we visited Beit Sahour, to catch 

up with friends from last year, went with Usama to Hebron, briefly visited the two Bethlehem refugee camps, walked through the biggest 

checkpoint in the West Bank with Palestinians who have to face this claustrophobic experience daily on their way to work, attended a lecture 

in the YMCA on work being done with traumatised people  and  had several delicious meals with families who gave us a typical Palestinian 

welcome.  The visit to Hebron was a sobering experience, but gave us more insight into how the residents are affected by the day to day 

presence of Israeli settlers, who have effectively moved in and illegally claimed it for their own. 

We then made the journey to Sebastia, to stay in the wonderful Al Kayed guest house with our Mr Fix-It, Abu Yasser. We spent some time 

exploring Sebastia on our own this time, celebrating the flag that has been erected (and re-erected when settlers take it down) at the topmost 

point of the hill, and getting lost in the olive groves. The settlement built close to Sebastia has grown, and in recent months it has had 

difficulties with the settlers coming en masse into the village. The flag is a token of resistance and a way to keep up local morale, while they try 

to gain recognition as a World Heritage Site.   We had a warm welcome from the people we had met before, and Abu Yasser sat us down to 

prepare our ‘programme’, which most importantly, included a trip to Rummanah and surrounding area.  Marwan, who had met Becca and 

Dave on their last trip, had invited us to stay with his family near Jenin. He would then act as our guide and take us to Rummanah.   

While we stayed with Marwan and Ayda in Burqin we visited the Refugee camp (where Marwan’s mother and brother had been shot and killed 

during the Israeli invasion of the camp in 2002). Marwan gave us a tour of the Al Jaleel Association – the centre for Rehabilitation therapies 

such as physiotherapy, occupational therapy, prosthetics etc. He is a member of the Board and cares deeply about the work that is undertaken 

here.  On Sunday Marwan drove us to Rummanah.   We stopped at the offices of the Rummanah Charitable Association, where we were 

welcomed by Mohammad, Mahmoud and Hassan, Chair, Secretary and Board member. We talked about the work that had been done, in 

terms of the erection of the all weather canopy, and they showed Shaun copies of receipts for materials and work done. The final receipt will 
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be received when they have the rest of the money that we have raised for this. We were invited to look in on an English lesson taking place 

next door, with several self conscious young men working hard . Altogether about 20 boys and girls come for these lessons- even on a national 

holiday.  

 I gave Mohammed and Hassan the cards written during the Open Garden days in the summer, and they were very touched – the Arabic 

translations were much appreciated. They will be displayed in the office along with our map of Wales.  We moved down to the Kindergarten – 

empty of children today – and viewed the canopy, which is a good size, and has apparently already been used for several community events. 

Burhan joined us, having finished teaching for the day.  After coffee we drove up into the village.   I had expressly asked to see a bit more of 

how people live their lives here, and was pleased we didn’t have to spend the time sitting in a meeting! The village is quite sprawling, with 

houses generally far apart. The Kindergarten takes children from 4 -6 years, and is very important to the village because it has a small income 

and provides activities for all the community. After KG children go to the Boys or Girls schools in the village.  In the village centre there is an old 

mosque, a big shop, selling a good range of fresh fruit and vegetables (plus almost everything else you can think of) and a very up-market 

barber’s shop, where we met a young man having a facial in preparation for his marriage that day.  Behind the barber is a large, light room 

with two pool tables.  This has been set up to provide activities for ‘the youth’, (but apparently that doesn’t include the female youth! ) They 

showed us the diwan – a very old building that is like the town hall.  

We were invited to lunch at Hassan’s house, huge platters of home-made pizza, all delicious, but only the briefest chance to find and thank his 

wife before we were whisked off to Burhan’s house in Taybeh.  Burhan is our main English communicator, and is keen to convey a lot of 

information. Taybeh is within our twin area and is the only village in Palestine that is composed entirely of refugees from another village which 

was destroyed in 1948. He told us that Rummanah and 10 other villages have cooperated together and no longer need to buy water from 

Israel; they have three sources of water and also buy in water from a Palestinian source. This is an instance of how resourceful and creative 

these people can be, even in the face of the regular, daily humiliations of life under the Israelis. We went once again to the edge of the village 

to see how the barrier fence divides the villagers from their fields and olive groves. Burhan told us that his main concern for the future is the 

younger generation, growing up with a sense of hopelessness.  He has 5 sons, so for him it is a very real concern. 
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Our day finished with an invitation to a wedding! We spent the evening in a large outdoor area, with about 1000 men and boys (and me ! ), 

eating, shouting to be heard above the very loud music and watching the men dance traditional circle dances.  Apparently the bride was 

sharing a celebration with the women elsewhere!   

The rest of our stay was equally fascinating and moving. We came away with a renewed sense of admiration and love for these people who 

still maintain their dignity and pride, in spite of all the difficulties they face. Day by day they prove indeed that ‘existence is resistance’. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


