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Hello members 

It’s been good to see so many of you at our recent activities- in this issue there are reports about the very successful Llawhaden social event 

and our emotionally hard hitting film night (and AGM). We also give some more news about the Rummenah Kindergarten , and our appeal to 

fund an all weather canopy for the children. There is an article on the appalling refugee situation, and news of upcoming events which need 

your support. Community involvement with WWFoP is vital, so please encourage your friends to join, and visit our Facebook page and 

website (www.westwalesfriendsofpalestine.com ). We would like more of this newsletter and our activities to be through the medium of 

Welsh, and so we would like to appeal for more Welsh speakers to become involved. 

 

Annwyl Aelodau 

Mae wedi bod yn braf iawn cael cwmni cymaint ohonoch yn ein digwyddiadau diweddar. Yn y rhifyn hwn ceir adroddiadau am ddigwyddiad 

cymdeithasol llwyddiannus yn Llawhaden a noson ffilm ddirdynnol (a’r CCB). Ceir hefyd ychydig mwy o newyddion am Feithrinfa 

Rummenah, a’n hapêl ni i godi arian i dalu am do-pob-tywydd ar gyfer y plant. Gwelir hefyd erthygl ar sefyllfa druenus y ffoaduriaid a 

newyddion am ddigwyddiadau sydd ar y gweill gennym ac sy’n dibynnu ar eich cefnogaeth chi. Mae ymwneud y gymuned yng ngwaith y 

WWFoP yn hanfodol, felly, da chi ceisiwch annog eich ffrindiau i ymuno â ni, ac ewch i gael cip ar y dudalen Facebook a’n gwefan 

(www.westwalesfriendsofpalestine.com ). Ein dymuniad yw gweld mwy o’r cylchlythyr hwn yn y Gymraeg, a’n gweithgareddau yn yr un 

modd, ac felly rydym yn apelio ar i fwy o Gymry Cymraeg ymuno yn ein  gwaith. 
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 Remembering  past and present dispossession  of Palestinian people – the Nakba.   

West Wales Friends of Palestine invites you to join them at an event on Saturday  May 14th from 7.30 – 11pm at the Angel Inn Llandeilo to commemorate and 

recognise the suffering and loss of life of  thousands of Palestinian People who have endured 65 years of dispossession and oppression through successive 

Israeli government policy, which as we all know is ongoing.  The refusal of the Israeli government to accept the right of return of dispossessed Palestinian 

people to their homes and lands [a right enshrined in international law], remains a fundamental stumbling block to any peaceful negations attempted. The 

yearning for and hope of return is symbolised by Palestinian people as a  key,  the key to  ‘lost’ homes. You may have noticed the key in the logo of WWFOP  

above. 

This May event is also about remembering and supporting Palestinian communities today, as they continue to struggle to achieve vestiges of ‘normal’ family 

and cultural life  in the midst of ongoing disruption, destruction, deaths, imprisonment and  dispossession of homes and lands. 

 We would like to build upon the enormous support and sincerity of interest of everyone taking part in our November event at the Angel Inn Llandeilo last year, 

in which many people gave their time and skills to create a wonderful evening celebrating the International Day of Solidarity with Palestine. There was also  

an interest in future meetings and events to share  views, discuss and find out more about the Palestinian situation and  how to make a difference. At that 

event ,over £200 was raised in donations – so thanks to everyone who made that happen.  

Since that event  there have been further visits from members of the WWFOP committee to the communities of Rummaneh in the West Bank [the first being 

in May 2015, a visit of 4 members]. 

Another is planned for May this year. Through these visits, which are self funded, friendship is beginning to take shape and we are able to hear directly from 

the people of Rummaneh about their needs and priorities and of course, about their daily lives as individuals, families and communities. 

So join us on Saturday May 14th  for an evening film  [8 -9.30]  exploring present day life, courage and determination in the face of continued oppression and  

dispossession. Most of all there will be opportunity for people to meet and share different experiences and views and to find out how to make a difference 

through supporting together a community under threat.  

Entrance will be by ticket £3 at the door or available in  advance from the Greenhouse, Llandeilo and at  the Dragon’s Garden, Llandeilo. Bar and evening 

meals available at Angel Inn. 

Today, we are approaching a reasonable level of funding to be able to give practical support to the people in Rummaneh, a  community  close to the West 

Bank wall  - in keeping with their request for a children’s school playground canopy to offer shelter from the weather, especially from the sun.  All proceeds 
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raised from the May 14th event will contribute to this project which we hope may become a reality towards the end of this year; a small step towards meeting 

ordinary needs of children, with the hope of return to peaceful living. 

More information visit: west wales friends of palestine.co

 

  

Forthcoming events 

Saturday : MAY 14th  

West Wales Friends of Palestine   

Commemorate the Nakba of Palestine: Over 60 years of ongoing dispossession and oppression.  

Join us at The  Angel Inn, First Floor, Llandeilo  7.30 -11pm for an evening of film  exploring courage in the face of 

current dispossession and oppression in Palestine with and an opportunity to find out more about the work of 

WWFOP and our visits to Rummaneh 

Donations will be appreciated & all donations raised will support the building of a school childrens’ playground 

shelter in Rummaneh, the West  Bank community twinned with WWFoP 

For more information visit westwalesfriendsofpalestine.com 
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Palestinian Refugees and the Right of Return  

Immigrants enter a country in hope of a new life, refugees in hope of returning to their homeland.  A hope  endorsed  in U.N. Resolution 194 

(III), December, 1948 which declares 'Refugees wishing to return to their homes and live in peace with their neighbours should be permitted to 

do so at the earliest practicable date.'  That same year the U.N. recognized the new state of Israel. 

United Nations Relief and Work Agency (UNRWA) defines Palestinian refugees as people whose normal place of residence was Palestine 

during the period June 1946 to 15th May 1948 and who lost both home and means of livelihood as a result of the 1948 war.  In 1950 these 

numbered 750,000; by today such individuals and their descendents have grown such that UNRWA recognizes 5 million Palestinian refugees 

as eligible for its services.  Nearly 1.5 million live in 58 recognized Palestinian refugee camps in Jordon, Lebanon, Syria, Gaza strip and the 

West Bank. The remaining two thirds of registered Palestinian refugees live in and around the cities and towns of the host countries, and in the 

West Bank and the Gaza strip, often in the environs of official camps. 

The war of 1948 and the resulting forcible expulsion of Palestinians from their homeland (called by the Palestinians, the Nakba), led to the 

creation of the Jewish state of Israel. This originated in the centuries long persecution of Jews in Christian Europe culminating in the Holocaust. 

Out of such persecution emerged Zionism and its principle of return of the Jewish people to the land of Israel from which they had been 

expelled 2000 years previously. Zionism can be seen as a variant of a 19th century European ethnic nationalism, which itself  created  many 

new European states in the 19th and 20th centuries with often accompanying wars and  millions of displaced refugees most recently in the 

former Yugoslavia. 

In 1918 there were some 700,000 Arabs and 60,000 Jews in Palestine; by 1938 the numbers were 1,070,000 Arabs and 460,000 Jews. In 

order to secure international support during World War I Britain promised independence from the Turkish Ottoman Empire (allied to Germany) 

to the Arabs including Palestine, but also in the Balfour Declaration gave support for a nation state to the Jews also to be situated in Palestine. 

The League of Nations gave a mandate to Britain to govern Palestine in the inter-war years enabling Jewish emigration to Palestine to grow 

with consequent inter-communal unrest and violence. World War II exhausted Britain’s ability to maintain its colonial rule while the Holocaust 

gave huge momentum to large scale Jewish migration to British controlled Palestine.  The result was a three way armed struggle including 

terrorism between Arabs, Jews and British forces  until the establishment of the State of Israel and recognition by the U.N. in 1948. As a result 

over 700,000 Arabs were driven out of the former Palestine by Jewish attacks. Palestinian land and property was seized and by 1950 Israeliis 
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had appropriated 92% of land within the new state including homes and buildings of every kind. A rump of 160,000 Arabs were left as internal 

refugees within an avowedly Jewish state of Israel.    The Arab defeat in the 1967 war, created further waves of Palestinian refugees, and led to 

the Israeli occupation of the West Bank. It was also followed by the expulsion of Jews from Arab countrie

The plots of land on which UN recognized camps were set up were either state land or, in most cases, land leased by the host government 

from local landowners. This means that the refugees in camps do not 'own' the land on which their shelters were built, but have the right to 

'use' the land for a residence. While UNRWA provides services such as schools and health centres  it does not own, administer or police the 

camps, as this is the responsibility of the host authorities. This might explain why  on the night of September 16th  1982, following Israeli  entry 

into Lebanon the Israeli military allowed a right wing Lebanese militia to enter two Palestinian refugee camps, Sabra and Shatila in Beirut. ‘In 

the ensuing three day rampage the militia, linked to the Maronite Christian Phalange party, raped, killed and dismembered at least 800 civilians, 

while Israeli flares illuminated the camps' narrow and darkened alleyways. Nearly all the dead were women, children and elderly men.[.....] In 

1983 an Israeli investigative commission found that the then defense minister and later prime minister bore "personal responsibility" for failing 

to prevent the massacres.’ (New York Times 17/9/2012) 

Refugees are the most materially deprived sector of the Palestinian population with declining wages, high unemployment, failing health care, 

overcrowded housing and an education system under severe strain.  They endure the psychological suffering that comes with their status. As 

Yakia an English teacher at Aida refugee camp states “We don't talk about this camp as our home...we know we are in a refugee camp - the 

name refugee keeps striking in our heads to remind us of our native towns and villages.” Refugees are also the subject of prejudice even from 

some of their fellow Palestinians. Inter-marriage between refugees and other Palestinians is extremely rare for example, as it is considered a 

hindrance to social advancement. 

So what of the right of return? Could Palestinian refugees return to their old homes in Israel? Or to a crowded Palestinian West Bank state 

ridden with Israeli settlements? Should they renounce their nationality and birthright and seek citizenship in another country as Israel wishes? 

But what country would accept such refugees turned immigrants?   

Sources UNRWA online factsheet /Perry Anderson 'Scurrying towards Bethlehem’, New Left Review, July/August 2001 / N. Lewis and H. Gouget 'The Forgotten People' , 

Planet- The Welsh Internationalist June/July 19
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Group members to visit Rummaneh Kindergarten 

Graduation ceremony May 16.  

West Wales Friends of Palestine were delighted to receive an 

invitation to Rummaneh Kindergarten’s graduation ceremony on 

25th May.   

Dave and Rebecca Vaughan, who were there in December 15, are 

really looking forward to 

attending the ceremony 

and developing friendships 

with Linda (head teacher), 

Dhalia (assistant teacher/ 

volunteer) and 

Mohammed and Hussam, 

Chair and Treasurer of the 

Rummaneh Charitable 

Association which funds 

the kindergarten.   

 

 

 

Hussam, Mohammed, Dave, 

Rebecca, Linda and a helper with 

children in the kindergarten 

playground. December 15  

 

This year places were reduced by almost half due to funding 

difficulties, but many of the 45 children will be graduating to primary 

school.  Dave and Rebecca will also be able to give the Rummaneh 

community an update on WWFoP efforts to support the building of a 

canopy in the kindergarten playground where the children have 

assembly as well as play. The canopy will shelter them from the 

heat of the sun in summer and the rain in winter, as outlined in 

WWFoP’s January newsletter.  Dave and Rebecca recently 

confirmed that they were able to be at the graduation ceremony on 

behalf of WWFoP and Burhan, who translates for Rummaneh 

Charitable Association said “you are welcomed any time and we will 

be waiting for you all” 

 

 Burhan, translator, explains 

the Arabic alphabet 

  
 

 A graduation certificate from 2015 
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Report on the Annual General Meeting of WWFoP 

 

The first AGM of the group was held on Monday 14th March in the 

Wesleyan Methodist Chapel hall in Carmarthen and all members of 

the group were invited to attend.  Chair of the group, Annie 

Delahunty, opened the meeting with a resume of what had been 

achieved in the year since the forming of the West Wales Friends of 

Palestine. During the year several members had been to visit the 

region at their own expense, the potential ‘twin’ had been identified 

and contact had been made with members of the Rummaneh area 

village committee. A Facebook page has been set up, but 

communication has been somewhat hampered by issues of 

language and village protocol. Nevertheless there have been 

frequent Skype conversations with Abu Yasser, our networking 

contact in Sebastia.  We are assured by the Britain/Palestine 

Friendship and Twinning Network that these contact problems are 

quite common and will smooth out over time. 

The management committee of WWFoP have met regularly, a 

website has been set up and two newsletters sent out. Membership 

has increased and now stands at approximately 40.  Various events 

have been held, both to raise awareness and to start raising funds 

for the project highlighted by Rummaneh, namely the provision of 

an outdoor canopy for their Kindergarten. After our official ‘launch’, 

with talks and information for the public, there was a music evening 

in Llandeilo, a street vigil with leafleting on the International Day of 

Solidarity with Palestine, and another gig with music and food in 

Llawhaden.  Annie attended the Twinning Network conference and 

is now our representative on the committee (the only one from 

Wales).   

Shaun gave the treasurer’s report, which included the difficulties 

experienced in trying to set up a bank account for the group. This 

has finally been achieved by giving up on the Co-op (as have many 

other groups) and going instead with Triodos Bank. We realised 

that our AGM was being held a little early this year as our financial 

year runs from March 31st to 1st April, so next year the AGM will 

take place later. 

All the existing management committee agreed to stand again for 

the forthcoming year, and, as stated in our constitution, will elect 

officers from within the committee. There were no other nominees 

for the committee. All officers indicated their willingness to continue 

for another year. 

The business part of the meeting was quickly concluded and we 

then watched the film ‘Five Broken Cameras’, which provided a 

sombre reminder of our reasons for setting up a West Wales 

Friends of Palestine group. 
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WWFoP Treasurer’s Report for end of Financial year 

2015-2016 

This has been a difficult project to get established; as many of you 

may already know we were lead a merry dance by the Co-op Bank, 

but finally managed to open an account with Triodos, a small ethical 

bank in Bristol, which does not make for easy access. Then why 

should I complain given what Palestinians have to endure on a daily 

basis ? We think we have found a pathway to send funds to 

Rummaneh and are awaiting a response from our bank as to 

whether this falls into their remit of “Due diligence”. 

Income came from 16 members (£200) and a lot of fundraising, also 

some generous donations £152 in all. I’m sorry to be so vague, but 

my computer with all the information  on was recently “fried”; I am 

awaiting a new one, and can hopefully retrieve the lost data. 

Our bank balance is £1965.44 but we still owe £125 (which was 

paid out for insurance)  and we have £45 in petty cash, which 

means we have £1885.44 in total. Thanks to everyone involved for 

making it a good starting year to help our friends in Rummaneh. 

 

 

 

 

 

Passion for Palestine event in Llawhaden 

A very successful and enjoyable event was held in January which 

combined some terrific music and food in Llawhaden Hall. The 

evening was very well attended and it was lovely to see so many 

new faces.  

We heard from China Blue about 

her time with the Circus2Palestine 

group who travelled around the 

area entertaining children. The 

simplicity of using circus skills to 

make a much needed difference to 

the lives of Palestinian children.  

The music was an eclectic mix from Shanti Hara, China Blue and 

Lucas, Bob Fish and Henry Sears and Uncle Funk (Eugene). This 

kept everyone entertained whilst we enjoyed the great Middle 

Eastern food. 

Thanks to all who provided the raffle prizes, cooked the food, 

washed the pots and organised a thoroughty enjoyable evening 

which raised a significant amount to support Rummanah.  


